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From Our Rabbi  
I’ve given myself a wonderful gift this year!  Every week, 
early on Thursday morning, I spend an hour with a class 
of Kindergarten students at the Tobin School in 
Cambridge.  Along with several, other members of our 
congregation, I volunteer through the “Greater Boston 
Jewish Coalition for Literacy” sponsored by our Jewish 
Community Relations Council (JCRC).   

Why is this hour such a gift?  I walk into the classroom 
and my small friends, who have not yet learned to hide 
their joy, shout:  “Rabbi Kraus!  Rabbi Kraus!”  Their 
smiles and mob hugs are occasionally overwhelming.  
But at that moment, I feel wealthy beyond words.  These 
new, little friends love so easily and completely that I 
know myself to have received an enormous treasure. 

Why is this hour a gift?   In small ways, my time at the 
Tobin School enables me to repay a debt to every 
wonderful teacher (beginning with my parents) who 
helped me to read.  I sit with each student and we open 
a book together.  In that moment, I know that I am 
helping them to open new worlds and to be more open 
to the world.  I can see it in their eyes as they delight in 
the pictures and hear it in their voices when they ask 
questions about the story we’re reading.  I can feel it 
when they rush to turn the next page or when they 
proudly recognize a word.  Each time, I receive that 
breathtaking gift, known and cherished by anyone who’s 
ever been a teacher or a parent—I experience the world 
afresh through a child’s eyes.   

Why is this hour a gift?  For one hour each week, I know 
beyond a doubt that I am making a difference in the 
world.  Many of my new friends are learning English at 
the same time they’re learning to read.   If they don’t 
receive the critical tools of reading and speaking English, 
I know they will be at a disadvantage not only in their 
education and their ability to get good jobs but also in 
their ability to express themselves, to build healthy 
relationships and to nurture their imaginations.  What a 
privilege to know that, in some small way, I can help.  
[CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE] 

 

 

The next Adult B'nai Mitzvah Class 2004-6 is forming 
now!  Please contact Candice Wesson, Director of 
Education, at 617 484 6668 or email 
candice7@hotmail.com by May 21st to register.  Feel 
free to call with questions as well. 

 

May Worship Schedule  
 

Special Services  
 
Tuesday, May 25 th-Wednesday, May 26 th 
 Erev Shavuot/Confirmation Svc. .......7:00 PM 
 Shavuot Family Service ....................9:00 AM 
 Shavuot/Yizkor Service .....................10:00 AM 

 
 

Shabbat Services  
 
Friday, April 30 th-Saturday, May 1 st 
 Kitah Bet & Teacher Appreciation Svc. 7:00 PM* 
 Shabbat Morning Service..................10:00 AM 

Bat Mitzvah of Sophie, 
daughter of Nancy and Sharon 

Parashat “Acharei Mot-Kedoshim” (Lev. 16:1-20:27) 
 

Friday, May 7 th –Saturday, May 8 th 
 Social Action Shabbat Service ..........8:00 PM 
 Shabbat Morning Service..................10:00 AM 
 Tot Shabbat (downstairs) ..................10:15 AM 

Bar Mitzvah of Alex, 
son of Geraldine & Charles 

Parashat “Emor” (Lev. 21:1-24:23) 
 
Friday, May 14 th-Saturday, May 15 th 
 Shabbat Evening Service..................8:00 PM 
 Junior Congregation Service.............8:00 PM 
 Shabbat Morning Service..................10:00 AM 

Bat Mitzvah of Sara, 
daughter of Susan and Steven  

Parashat “B’har-B’chukotai” (Lev. 25:1-27:34) 
 

Friday, May 21 st-Saturday, May 22 nd 
 Shabbat Svc. Honoring Rabbi Kraus  7:30 PM* 
 Creative Shabbat Morning Service ...10:00 AM 

Parashat “Bemidbar” (Nums. 1:1-4:20) 
 

Friday, May 28 th-Saturday, May 29 th 
 Shabbat Evening Service..................8:00 PM 
 Shabbat Morning Service..................10:00 AM 

Bat Mitzvah of Ari, 
daughter of Stacy and Steven 

Parashat “Naso” (Nums. 4:21-7:89) 
 
(*PLEASE NOTE:  Early Start Time For This Service) 

 



LEADERSHIP 
From Our Rabbi, continued from previous page
A part of the gift is also the weekly 
opportunity to broaden my own world.  As 
a rabbi, I can spend much of my week in 
a somewhat insular, Jewish environment.  
But when I sit on the floor to read a book 
with Syed or Farheen or Yu or Roodeline 
or Tsering or Oscar, I have the privilege 
of looking through beautiful, little windows 
that offer me a glimpse of the cultures of 
Haiti or Germany or China or Korea or 
India or even the African-American 
experience.  And I’d like to think that 
someday, when my students hear the 
word, “Rabbi,” they will associate that title 

with a once-upon-a-time friend who sat 
and shared the adventure of reading 
stories and loving books.  Perhaps we are 
building small but strong bridges of 
understanding and affection between very 
different worlds. 

Our rabbis taught that Gemilut Chasadim 
(deeds of lovingkindness) are one of the 
three pillars on which the survival of the 
world depends.  They also taught that, 
sometimes, even more than performing 
rituals, the opportunity to give generously 
of ourselves has the power to awaken a 

sleeping heart.  These are “Torah Truths” 
I learn and relearn every Thursday 
morning at the Tobin School 

If you’d like to share this blessing, check 
out http://www.jcrcboston.org/literacy or 
call Carol Rubin at JCRC at (617) 457-
8669. You can also talk with our own, 
wonderful Rusty Epstein, who coordinates 
the Beth El group at the Tobin School.  
See you in school! 

-Rabbi Jonathan Kraus 

From Our Cantor
For Shabbat on May 21st (at 7:30pm) we 
will celebrate Rabbi Kraus's 10th 
anniversary as Rabbi of Beth El Temple 
Center and his 15th year in the 
Rabbinate.  This is an incredible 
achievement and I hope that you will join 
the Temple in wishing him a big Mazel 
Tov through a service in his honor and a 
special Oneg Shabbat! 

I have had the pleasure of working with 
Rabbi Kraus now for 9 years, 3 years as a 
student and 6 years as an Invested 
Cantor.  In that time, I have learned a 
great deal from him:  patience, the 
openness to try new things, and working 
together to create a vibrant, exciting, 
Reform Jewish community 

Rabbi Kraus has provided our Temple 
with so much insight and knowledge 
through creative services, and Torah 
discussion and study sessions.  He has 
helped us see the importance of different 
situations, shared his love of music and 

guitar playing, and through the years, 
brought our community closer together. 

As  we celebrate with our Rabbi, may we 
take the time savor the gifts, both large 
and small, that he gives to us each day. 

Mazel tov Rabbi and Mazel tov to us! 

~~~~ 
This year marks the AIDS Action 
Committee's 21st year of service and the 
19th year of their AIDS Walk. They are 
still here, still fighting because of the 
generosity of so many people who have 
supported the need to raise monies for 
HIV/AIDS support and research.  This 
year's slogan for the Walk & 5K Run, 
Save Tomorrow, Walk Today, is 
particularly meaningful in light of recent 
statistics.  In 2002, HIV rates among 
adolescents and young adults (ages 13-
24) increased for the first time since 
1999.  Today, that number has continued 
to increase.  More than ever we need to 
focus our efforts on preventing these new 

HIV infections.  Each year the AIDS Walk 
raises more revenues than any other 
AIDS Action Committee fundraising 
initiative. This money is critical to 
maintaining services and prevention 
programs in light of ongoing state funding 
cuts. 

Our tradition teaches that we are created 
in God's image, thus we must strive to act 
as God would act. The Talmud teaches 
that just as God visits the sick, so must 
we. In the face of HIV/AIDS, we reaffirm 
our traditional and profound obligation of 
pikuach nefesh, the saving of lives.  
Please support me (throughout the month 
of May) by generously sponsoring me (I 
will have donation forms in the lobby at 
the Temple) for the 2004 AIDS Walk 
which will be on Sunday, June 6.  With all 
our help we have the opportunity to 
ensure a safe tomorrow for our youth and 
for all peoples. 

--  Cantor Fine

Co-President’s Column 
Spring has definitely arrived. I feel joyous 
and ready to move on to celebrate 
simchas and other upbeat moments. The 
month of May starts with the 
congregational fundraiser on the 8th – the 
auction.  If this is anything like it was two 
years ago, it should be a fabulous evening 
of food, socializing and fun. And if we can 
raise the kind of money we did two years 
ago it will be successful in another way as 
well.  I hope many of you plan to join me 
that evening.  Our thanks in advance to 
Amy Kraus  and Jill Tapper  and their 
committee for all their effort to make this 
an evening to remember. 

May 21st we will celebrate a decade of 
Rabbinic leadership under Jonathan 
Kraus. Because of Rabbi Kraus we have 
made a lot of changes moving us forward 
in learning, leadership, mission, tikkun 

olam, and building community. Come help 
us celebrate this at the service and oneg 
starting at 7:30pm. I know he has touched 
many of our lives. We all should be deeply 
appreciative for his devotion to our 
congregation and I hope you will come to 
show him how much we care. 

The auction will mark the kick-off event of 
our Jubilee year.  We celebrate 50 years 
since the founding of our congregation.  
Cindy Rubin  and Stephen Winter  have 
agreed to co-chair this year-long 
celebration. It is our hope that some of you 
will join Cindy and Stephen on a 
committee that gives us pride in 
remembering where we have been in the 
last five decades and where we are going 
in the next five and beyond. We have 
worked hard, struggled through tough 
times, and grown because many hands 

have helped in that effort.  Our children 
are being educated in our history and 
culture and worshipping through the same 
prayers we did as youngsters. We provide 
worship and programming and education 
for various needs and are growing both in 
numbers and in activities. We need to 
carry on with L’Dor V’Dor and celebrate 
the fact that we are doing so as 
milestones arise. Please mark your 
calendars now for the weekend of May 13, 
2005 when we will officially mark the 
jubilee with a big celebratory weekend. 
[CONTINUED ON PAGE AFTER NEXT]
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Co-President’s Column, continued from a previous pa ge
Lisa Weissmann  has already done 
enormous work as chair of the feasibility 
study search committee.   Lisa and her 
committee have interviewed quite a 
number of fundraising firms, one of which 
will ultimately help us determine if we can 
raise the money to not only renovate the 
sanctuary but to endow the Temple for 
future growth. As of this writing, we are 
close to identifying a group we may want 
to work with.  Our thanks go out to Lisa 
and her committee members for their hard 
work.  Very soon after the contract is 
signed the fundraisers will be contacting 
some of you for input.  This input will 
determine how the Temple functions for 
you as well as your thoughts on the actual 
fundraising piece.  A letter from Rick and I 
will be coming out so that you will know 
the names of the people who will be 
calling on you. We would really appreciate 
your input in this process. Please note that 
all communication with these fundraisers 
is confidential. No one from the Temple 

will be joining them on this initial phase 
and all their notes are kept with them. We 
only receive a report at the end that gives 
us a sense of what needs to be addressed 
and how much money they think we can 
raise.  At that time a decision will be made 
on whether or not to move forward with 
the campaign. The process will feel similar 
to those of you who were members during 
the last campaign, but many of you have 
joined since then.  Please be open and 
honest with the fundraisers when they call 
on you.  

If the feasibility study determines we are 
able to raise the funds we need for the 
sanctuary renovation, we will quickly move 
forward with the selected architecture firm 
to help with this daunting, but wonderful 
endeavor. The sanctuary renovation 
committee, headed by Karen Pike  for the 
past two years and continuing forward 
under the leadership of Mike Wolfson  and 
Jonathan Miller , has spent many hours 

trying to understand our needs for creating 
sacred space.  Thank you to the 
committee, to Karen for your hard work 
and to Mike and Jonathan for agreeing to 
continue this process.   

We will be working hard to keep these 
three committees running parallel to each 
other as the next few months move along. 
It will take many hands to make this all 
work. If you are available for any amount 
of time to help in some aspect of these 
jobs, please contact one of the chairs 
mentioned above. We have a lot to 
celebrate, and are planning an exciting 
year of celebratory events, thoughtful 
reflection and, as always, forward 
movement within our congregation.  
Please join us as we help shape what 
promises to be a phenomenal year ahead. 

Sharon Feinberg 
Co-President 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Please Join Us 
As We Celebrate 

A Service of Confirmation 
for 

 
The B’nai Sinai Class, 5764 
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Erev Shavuot, 5764 
Tuesday Evening, May 25th, 2004 

7:00 PM 
 

Reception to Follow 
 



Educator’s Column
On Friday, April 2, I danced to Mi 
Chamocha surrounded by our 9th grade 
Confirmation students at Temple Bnei 
Jeshrun in New York City.  This 
exceptional congregation enveloped us in 
a warm, beautiful, musical Kabbalat 
Shabbat experience.  We were folded into 
the 1000-strong group of worshippers like 
chocolate chips in cookie batter—
ourselves, but part of a greater, delicious 
whole.  After the service and throughout 
the weekend the students themselves 
articulated (and we chaperones noted) 
how Jewishly and spiritually enriched they 
felt.  The students also increased their 
knowledge about their Jewish heritage 
and personal Jewish identities on this, one 
of three, Confirmation trips.  I should 
mention as well the wonderful 
strengthening of friendship bonds among 
our Jewish teens.  Fourteen of our sixteen 
ninth grade Confirmation students 
attended, but this class, back in the 6th 
and 7th grades was several students 
larger. 

When I explored Jewish Boston with our 
8th graders and later took a small group of 
10th graders to the Religious Action Center 
in Washington, D.C., I had the same 
bittersweet feeling: our Confirmation 
experiences with these teens are so 
incredible—our kids really grow from the 
program—but what about their classmates 
who made it through Bnei Mitzvah and 
then dropped out of religious school?  I 
wish they could be here with us, too. 

Thirteen-year-olds are lively, dynamic, 
growing, rapidly changing, easily 
distracted, and hormonally-affected 
creatures.  Our BETC thirteen-year-olds 
have invested a lot of time into preparing 
for their Bar or Bat Mitzvah (amidst tests 
at school and social crises), and the 
experience can be exhausting and even 
mentally and emotionally taxing.  The Bar 
Mitzvah feels like such a great 
accomplishment, such a great milestone 
(and it is!), that it feels like the end of a 
long journey.  And with all the preparation 
involved, it’s tempting to feel that our kids 
“deserve” a break from all that Jewish 
stuff—even just for a while.  This break, 

however, is not a gift to our hard-working 
students.    

Taking a “break” from religious and 
spiritual development can become a habit.   
If it doesn’t fit into our thirteen-year-olds’ 
busy schedules, why will it fit better into 
their adult lives, full of responsibilities?  
Or, it might be tempting, especially if there 
has been the occasional grousing about 
attending religious school, to say to a 
student, “I insist that you attend religious 
school through your Bar Mitzvah.  After 
that, you’re a Jewish adult.  You can 
choose whether you continue your Jewish 
education.”  However, few thirteen year 
olds, while we consider them Jewish 
adults in some respects, have already fully 
explored their personal Jewish identities, 
their own beliefs in God, or thoughtfully 
considered how and which mitzvot will 
become lifelong personal commitments.  
Instead, they are in the throws of 
questioning, challenging, examining, 
accepting, rejecting, formulating, and they 
need more time to continue this struggle.  
They will mature a lot in the next few 
years.  What better place to grow 
emotionally and spiritually than in our 
Confirmation program, with the gentle, 
open-minded guidance of our Rabbi and 
other Confirmation teachers, and with your 
parental reinforcement of the idea that 
Jewish learning is a lifetime commitment?  
Cutting off consistent Jewish education 
and community contact, when students 
are at the beginning of that chaotic 
experience of sorting and sifting through 
the meanings of faith and their own 
emerging identities, can stunt spiritual 
growth in a way that we can’t always 
compensate for later.  We must continue 
to feed the natural fire that our thirteen-
year-olds possess. 

I’d like to share a story from Rabbi Joseph 
Telushkin’s Book of Jewish Values: 

A member of my synagogue 
confided to me that his daughter, 
then eleven, would surely become 
a bat mitzvah.  The father insisted 
that his daughter learn the basics 
of a religious background, but after 

that she would choose whether or 
not to continue in Hebrew school.  I 
listened and then asked whether 
he would also allow her to choose 
to discontinue her science classes 
after she turns thirteen.  Would his 
daughter, I wondered, be allowed 
to choose never to take another 
writing course in school?  
Incredulously, the father said no, 
his daughter must continue with 
both science and writing, because 
no thirteen-year-old is in a position 
to make such an important choice 
as that…In establishing this 
preference (for science, writing, 
and secular knowledge over 
Judaism)…we convey to our 
children that ultimate questions—
What is my place in the universe?  
What is the purpose of life?  and 
How are we to treat other human 
beings?—need concern us only 
until puberty. 

Judaism can be a light in times of 
darkness in a way that the ability to solve 
a calculus problem cannot.  Religion can 
bring a wholeness and fullness to life that 
athletic activities, while certainly important 
parts of teen development, cannot.  
Challenging and exploring one’s faith 
results in new understandings of self, 
community, and world, that are 
irreplaceable.  I can’t think of a more 
valuable contribution to self and society 
than continuing this pursuit of depth of 
understanding and religious experience. 

Every now and then, I look over our 6th 
and 7th graders—our sparkling, intelligent, 
inquisitive, diverse, good-hearted 
students—and I hope that every single 
one of them will join us for our 8th, 9th, and 
10th grade Confirmation program.  
Selfishly, I can’t imagine not seeing them 
each week.  I would miss any of them who 
didn’t continue on through Confirmation.  
But more importantly, sooner or later in 
life, I think that they would miss us. 

--Candice Wesson 
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Those of you who came to BETC’s last auction two years ago, remember it as a night of 
fun and entertainment unlike any you’d had at the temple before.  If you were not there, 

you have probably heard that this is a date to put on your calendar. 
 

The best parts of that auction will be recreated on May 8:  the amazingly charismatic 
auctioneer, Eric Lander, auction offerings by temple personalities (think Annie Fantasia’s 

famous Italian feast), one-of-a-kind experiences, like a tour of the Human Genome 
Project in action or star-gazing in a private session at the Harvard Observatory, and 

handmade items by many talented artists.  This year, there are goods and services that we 
all either want or need – and so many, that there are surely bargains to be had. 

 
A sample of about 150 items available at auction includes: 

 
A movie theater birthday party 

Vacation homes in Ogonquit, Wellfleet, the Maine Wilderness, and more 
A recording session at The Jam Spot 

Semesters worth of dance classes 
Chess lessons 

Dinner at Mistral, Upstairs on the Square, and other top restaurants 
Manicure, pedicure, facial, and other spa services 

Piano lessons 
Theatre tickets 

A track on a custom CD recorded by Cantor Geoff Fine 
Contact lenses 

Pet-sitting 
Pool party at Jillian’s 

IMAX tickets 
Rock climbing lessons 

Professional photography session and prints 
An antique rocking chair 
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NEWS 
NEWS OF OUR TEMPLE 
FAMILY 
MAZEL TOV TO:  
Raisa Dukas, one of the 10 finalists for 

this year’s American Jewish 
Committee’s Human Relations Youth 
Award. 

OUR SINCERE CONDOLENCES TO: 
Paul Feinberg, on the death of his cousin, 

Madge Turner. 
Minna Levine, on the death of her mother, 

Florence Levine. 
Linda Blum, on the death of her aunt, 

Carole Gerber . 

Capital Campaign Update 
The Temple Renovation Capital Campaign 
is in its final stage.   Preparations are 
underway to upgrade the kitchen during 
the summer.  Initial planning for the 
renovation began over 10 years ago and 
the process is now complete. This has 
been a long, amazing and rewarding 
process. The committee, the Temple 
professional and administrative staff, and 
dedicated Temple members contributed 
more in time and money than anyone 
thought possible.  Thank you, thank you, 
thank you for sticking with this project 
which at times felt overwhelming. The 
campaign is now officially closed.  If 
anyone has questions about the status of 
their pledge, please call Sara Reisman. 

Many thanks  to all of you who put 
your hearts and souls into creating our 
Temple Seder this year.  It was such a 
success! 

First, a hearty thanks to Marlene Archer 
who skillfully put together a meal for over 
150 people this year. 

Also, much thanks for support and endless 
help to:  Joel Hencken  (for co-leading), 
Emily Reardon, Jayne Grudberg Mocera 
and her son Joseph Mocera, Ruth 
DeVasto, Eliora Fisher, Lois Packard, and 
Donald Goldman. 

-- Cantor Fine 
 

Don’t Let the Temple Go to 
the Dogs! 

Spring is here and hopefully many of you 
are out and enjoying it. This time of year 
also brings many dog owners out for nice 
walks with their dogs. Please remember 
that, although we may love your dog, we 
would appreciate some thoughtfulness if 
you bring your dog onto Temple property. 
Please keep in mind that not everyone is a 
dog lover and some people are actually 
afraid of dogs. This includes the many 
children in our congregation. 

With the exception of service animals, no 
pets are ever allowed inside the Temple 
building. In addition, please remember to 
keep your dog either in your car or on a 
tight leash. Please be aware that health 
regulations mandate that we cannot allow 
any dogs in the Temple playground area. 
Although we don’t use the front lawn as 
much, we do have plantings all around the 
grounds and our kids do run around when 
they’re outside. Please make every effort 
to walk your dog before coming to the 
Temple property. However, should your 
dog accidentally make on Temple 
grounds, please be sure to clean up after 
your pet. Let’s continue to work very hard 
to beautify our Temple. Thank you. 

MANY MANY THANKS TO: 
RABBI JONATHAN KRAUS, PRODUCER 

and GUITARIST 
CANTOR JEFF FINE, DIRECTOR 

EXTRADINAIRE 
ANNE SIVERMAN, PIANIST 
SYD SMART, DRUMS 
ANDREA MANNING, PHOTOGRAPHY 

FOR THE  FABULOUS PURIM SHPIEL 
'SHMALTZ' OR GREASE ON MARCH 6, 
2004 FROM YOUR CAST AND  
SINGERS: 
FLORENCE COOPERSTEIN, LEE 
DAUM, REBECCA  DE VASTO, NANCY 
DUBIN, ABBY FISHER, ELIORA FISHER, 
ARLEEN HARDIMAN, AMY KRAUS, 
RICHARD LESSES, LOIS PACKARD, 
JILL TAPPER, DREW TENENHOLZ, 
CANDICE WESSON, DAVID WESSON 

 

Sanctuary Renovation 
Committee Update 

Hi, all.  I apologize for being out of touch 
for so long.  I suspect you know by now 
that the committee selected an 
architecture firm.  Their name is Robert 
Luchetti Associates.  They are a small firm 
located in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  
Bob Luchetti and his associate, Peter 
Greenberg impressed us with their 
creativity and their sensitivity to our 
project.  And, oh by the way, they are 
experts in furniture design.  If you would 
like to see some of their work, you need 
go no further than the lobby of WGBH and 
the Carpenter Center and Harvard Film 
Archive at Harvard University.  We are 
very excited to be working with them and 
look forward to their designing a worship 
space that will enable us “to engage in 
joyful, participatory, musical, and 
spiritually meaningful Jewish worship.” 

We kicked off the design phase of our 
project on April 15th.  For the next month, 
Bob and Peter will be engaged in what 
they call the "research and discovery” 
phase.   They will be attending a number 
of Beth El events, including religious 
services and committee meetings.  Don’t 
be surprised to see them.  They want to 
hear your concerns and your dreams.   
Following this phase, they will engage in a 
“design” phase.  This phase will likely run 
parallel with the efforts of the fundraising 
consultant.  The hope of the sanctuary 
renovation committee is that the architects 
will make a presentation to the Board of 
Trustees and the congregation in the early 
Fall of 2004. 

On a personal note, now that the work of 
the sanctuary committee has entered a 
new phase, it was appropriate for a 
change of committee leadership, too.  So, 
until further notice, the committee will be 
co-led by Jonathan Miller and Mike 
Wolfson.  Please direct any questions or 
concerns you may have to them.  I trust 
you will give them the same level of 
cooperation and support that you have 
given me.  This is a very exciting project 
for all of us. 

Respectfully submitted by Karen Pike 
 



ACTIVITIES 
Sisterhood News
The Sisterhood Creative Shabbat service 
was a wonderful event-spiritual, moving 
and fun.. Many thanks to Harriet 
Torgerson  for her work on the service. 

The community seder was held on April 6.  
I know I had a great time and so did many 
others. It was a huge success.  Thanks to 
Marlene Archer  for all her hard work and 
to Cantor Fine  and Joel Hencken  for 
their leadership. 

Please join us on May 6 from 7 to 8:30PM 
at the Temple, when Gary Silverman  will 

present: Palm Pilots for the Clueless .  
Come and be clued in. 

Next month, I will report on the MARCH 
FOR WOMEN’S LIVES being held in 
Washington on April 25 (which is after I 
am writing this).  As of press time, those 
marching include, me, my parents, Ellen 
and Frank Fisher, Liz Zucker, Jonathan 
Jacoby, Rabbi Kraus, Rusty Epstein and 
her daughter and Marlene Archer and her 
daughter.  If you couldn’t come—that’s 
okay, but please remember to support a 
Woman’s right to choose in any way you 

can and especially a the ballot box.  It 
really matters.  Thanks to Ellen Fisher  for 
her help in organizing our group. 

If you are interested in doing something 
with Sisterhood next year, please let me 
know.  We are always interested in new 
ideas and new people. 

Abby Fisher

A Beth El Trip to Israel?
Let’s take a few minutes to imagine what it 
would be like… 

We arrive in Israel on an early  Friday 
afternoon.  A couple of hours later, after 
checking into our hotel in Jerusalem, tired 
but filled with excitement and anticipation 
we arrive at the Kotel, the Wailing Wall.  
We participate in a brief Kabalat Shabbat 
Service…just as the sun begins to set and 
the Old City is turning golden. We are 
overwhelmed by the experience and can’t 
believe we’re actually here. We then join a 
Shabbat dinner at the Shimshon Center, 
the headquarters of the Reform movement 
in Jerusalem hosted by families from the 
Israel Movement for Progressive Judaism.  
We try to get some sleep. 

Next day, after enjoying a typical Israeli 
breakfast, we depart for Masada.  Some of 
us decide to climb by foot, others ascend 
by cable car. We have a tour of the 
summit and Shabbat Service in a 2,000 
year old Synagogue.  We descend and 
travel to have lunch at the Ein Gedi Spa.  
We tour Nachal David, where the future 
King David hid from King Saul.  We return 
to Jerusalem and have a sunset Havdalah 
at the Old City Mt. Scopus overview.   

Next day we travel north to the Galilee.  A 
two-plus hour trip puts us in Tzfat, a hill 
top city of Mystics who gathered here 
following the 1492 expulsion from Spain.  
We take a tour of the city’s famous 

synagogues and have some time to 
peruse its many artist galleries.  We check 
in at the hotel and have a catered affair 
followed by an “Art in Kaballah” lecture. 

The day after brings visits to Kibbutz 
Deganiah and a glimpse of the early days 
of the Zionist adventure. Lunch is falafel 
and salads at a local eatery followed by 
swimming at the Kinneret (Sea of 
Galillee).   We take the boat across the 
lake and the bus back to Jerusalem, 
stopping on the way to have dinner at a 
winery on the outskirts of the City. 

Should I go on?  Should I talk about the 
Diaspora Museum in Tel Aviv? About a 
round table discussion on the peace 
process with fellow Reform Movement 
Jews?  Would you like to visit Haifa, 
Boston’s sister city, and be blown away by 
its beauty?  Or would you rather spend the 
day strolling in Tel Aviv and later in the 
evening listen to music in one of Jaffa’s 
many picturesque cafés?  Oops, sorry, did 
I forget to mention time for shopping 
forays? 

Several trips like these are departing 
every month.  Many Jewish communities 
like ourselves have taken the plunge.  If 
they can, we can too.   

Visiting the land of Israel, witnessing its 
physical beauty, connecting with its 
historical mystique, experiencing Hebrew 

as a modern and vibrant language as well 
as engaging Israelis will be a life changing 
event for each one of the participants.  
The positive effect on our community as a 
whole will be enormous. We’ll be building 
and strengthening our bond with Israel 
and its people in a tangible and lasting 
way.  In doing so, we’ll be fulfilling one of 
our Temple Mission’s central objectives.   

The Israel Action Group wants to extend 
an invitation —and a challenge— to the 
entire Beth El community to join us in 
planning a trip to Israel. 

We’ll be conducting information sessions 
to get the conversation started. Join these 
sessions, bring your ideas, your thoughts, 
your expectations, and yes, also your 
doubts or concerns.  We'll try to tackle as 
many of the variables as we can (timing, 
cost, structure, itinerary, emphasis, age 
group of participants, etc.) 

Be on the lookout to catch one of the 
scheduled sessions during early May.  
More sessions will be arranged in late May 
and June. 

Let’s go to Eretz Israel … Le’Eretz Israel 
Lechu v’Nelcha … � �
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Israel Fridman 
Israel Action Group, co-chair 

 

Outreach Committee 
With the assistance of Martha Minow, the 
Outreach Committee has arranged for an 
exciting event on Monday, May 10, 2004.  
Harvey Cox, Hollis Professor of Divinity at 
Harvard Divinity School will speak on the topic 
of "Judaism in an Interfaith Family."  We will 
have an informal reception at 7:30 pm and 
Professor Cox will speak at 8 pm in the Zonis 
Auditorium.  Limited babysitting will be provided 
with an RSVP.  We would like to have at least 
100 people in attendance to hear Prof.  Cox, 

who is a dynamic, thoughtful, and creative 
speaker and thinker on religious matters.  
Please join us.   

Prof. Harvey Cox, author of Common Prayers: 
Faith, Family, and a Christian's Journey 
Through the Jewish Year, is a well-known 
Christian theologian of American Baptist 
background.  He is married to a Jewish woman 
and fellow teacher.  He and his family attends 
synagogue services together, have raised their 

son as a Jew, and shared in their son's bar 
mitzvah. Prof. Cox is a prolific and much 
acclaimed author.  Prof. Cox has also been 
heard on News Hour with Jim Lehrer and 
National Public Radio.  



Temple Brotherhood 
The Brotherhood is welcoming spring and 
the Pesach season with many activities: 

· The Yom Hashoah Memorial 
Candles: in honor of the Holocaust 
Day of Remembrance, the 
Brotherhood distributed over 400 
candles to Temple members (much 
thanks to Steve Golden who leads 
this project every year).  The 
proceeds from the candles will go this 
to support survivors of the Holocaust 
and for the following film. 

· The New England Film premier of the 
not-yet-completed "Renee & I" was at 
our Temple on April 17.  Our Yom 
Hashoah Candle fundraising efforts 
are going to support the completion of 
the film.  Short selections from the 
film were shown at 7:00 PM, 

Saturday, April 17, after which the 
congregation met the producers.  
Members can still support the film's 
completion through the Blue Card 
Organization in the bag with your 
Yom HaShoah candle. 

· The Brotherhood is sponsoring a 
Boston Marathon run in honor and 
memory of Paul Friedman, a member 
of our congregation killed on 9/11.  
The proceeds of the fundraiser will go 
to buy a playground bench in the 
nursery school playground in Paul's 
memory.  

· Don't forget the upcoming barbeque 
for Sunday, May 23. 

· A group of us plan to attend a Lowell 
Spinner's game in June.  

· Finally, the JCCs of Greater Boston 
are proudly hosting the JCC Maccabi 
Games August 15-20, 2004. The JCC 
is looking for 10 families to house 
athletes for 4 or 5 days. There are 
also many opportunities to volunteer. 
See www.MaccabiBoston.org 
<http://www.maccabiboston.org/>  / 
617-558-6447. 

Be part of the excitement! 

Jeremy Silverfine 
Len Abram 

Carl Kale Memorial Library News
NEW BOOKS (See postings on the library 
window.)   

From September 2003 through April 2004, 
roughly $2000 has been spent to 
purchase more than 100 books, CD’s etc. 
for the Library.  The funds for these 
purchases have come from the Library 
Books Fund .  We thank all of you have 
generously contributed to this fund in the 
past.  Your continued support helps to 
make the library an even more useful and 
up-to-date resource.   

In addition, we have been fortunate to 
receive many donated books from several 
patrons.  Such items are either added to 
our collection or donated to other 
institutions which might benefit from them.  
(Please remember that all items donated 
should have Jewish content, i.e. themes, 
characters, time or place are Jewish.  
They also should be presented accurately, 
and with sensitivity to Jewish concerns.  
Ideally, books will be hardback and not 
textbooks.)   

Thanks to Linda Blum for her donation of 
books and an amazon.com gift certificate.  
Thanks to Don Klabin for his ongoing help 
in the library, as well as his contribution to 
the Library Books Fund. 

Time’s Running Out .  
Hebrew School and Sunday School will 
end soon.  All books borrowed by 
children must be returned .  Please 
return books by May 16th .  Books not 
returned will be considered lost, and bills 
will be sent for their replacement.  (Adults 
may continue to check out books – 
including children’s books.) 
 
The Carl Kales Memorial Library Book 

Discussion Group  meets  
in the Library on May 17th  and June 14th 
from 7:30 PM to 9 PM. 

Rabbi Jonathan Kraus will lead the 
discussions of Tikva Frymer-Kensky, et. 
al., Christianity in Jewish Terms ,  

Chapters 6-9, May 17, 2004 
Commandment, Israel, worship, Jewish & 
Christian views on suffering 

Chapters 10-13, June 14, 2004 
Embodiment & incarnation, redemption, 
sin & repentance, image of God 
 

 

PLEASE BE ON THE LOOK OUT FOR 
ALL BETC LIBRARY BOOKS WHICH 
YOU HAVE AT HOME.  WE HOPE TO BE 
ABLE TO INVENTORY THE 
COLLECTION OVER THE SUMMER AND 
WOULD LIKE ALL BOOKS RETURNED.   
Arrangements will be made so adults still 
will be able to borrow books throughout 
the summer. 
 
HELP is needed to inventory the Library 
collection.  Please let me know if you 
might be able to spend a few hours in the 
library.  Contact me by: 

E-mail  
Leaving a note in the Temple office   
Seeing me in the Library Monday or 
Wednesday between 4:00 and 5:30, or 
Sunday between 11 AM and 1:15 PM   
Calling me at home. 
 
Thanks for your help. 

Robin I. Zeitz  
Chair  
Library Committee  
 

Social Action News 
Thank you for your attendance at our 
Spring Concert with the Workmen’s Circle 
Yiddish Chorus and folksinger Joanne 
Hamill.  A good time was had by all.  We 
will be sending $650 to Klanwatch, a 

project of the Southern Poverty Law 
Center.  Thanks! 
 

We are running very low on toothpaste for 
the Family Table Food Bank collection.  
Please keep toothpaste and pasta coming 
through the spring and summer! 

Please see the copy of the front page 
article from the Belmont Advocate, about 
the Environmental Fair .  Thanks to 
everyone who came and participated! 
[CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE]



Social Action News, continued from previous page 
Other Items : We continue to collect 
clothes and items for babies, infants, and 
older children as well.  Please note that 
the items have to be in season, because 
the shelter does not have storage space to 
hold on to ‘out of season’ clothing.  We 
also collect cell phones to be donated to 
Cambridge Police Department who give 
them to people leaving situations of 
domestic violence so they can call 911 if 
needed in emergencies.  We collect 
children’s video tapes for donation to 
Franciscan Children’s Hospital.   

ENVIRONMENTAL TIP OF THE MONTH: 

Which of the following statements is true? 

a. Turning off my computer is 
bad for my computer 

b. Computers don’t really use a 
lot of power if they are on but 
not used 

c. Screen savers save energy 
d. None of the above 

 
Answer: d. 

More details: The Lawrence Berkeley 
National Lab states that modern hard 
disks are not affected by frequent shut-
downs and the equipment may actually 
last longer because mechanical wear and 
heat stress are reduced.  The average 
computer uses about 120 watts (75 for the 
screen and 45 for the CPU), whether 
you’re using it or not.  And screen savers, 
despite their name, don’t save anything, 
especially not electricity! 

What you can do:  Turn off your computer 
at night and when not in use for several 
hours.  If you are not using your monitor 
for more than 15 minutes, turn it off and 
save some electricity! 

Collective Impact:  If 1000 of us turned off 
our computers that would otherwise be on 
for a hour every workday for a year, we 
would avoid emitting 43,500 lbs of CO2 
into the atmosphere.  Otherwise, between 
3000 and 14,500 trees would need to be 
planted to absorb this amount of CO2. 

Source:  “Computer Myths and Facts” 
Tufts Climate Initiative, 
http://www.tufts.edu/tie/tci/Computers.html  

YOUTH 

MAZEL TOV 
Sophie  will become a Bat Mitzvah 
on May 1, 2004.  
Sophie lives in with 
her parents Nancy 
and Sharon, her 
older sister Mariah, 
and her dog, cat, 
and two fish.  A 7th 
grader, her favorite 
subject is Latin.  

Sophie's true passions are acting and 
singing.  She began acting at the Atrium 
School and with the Watertown Children's 
Theater, in first and second grade.  Since 
then, she has participated in a variety of 
community, regional, and professional 
theater productions where some of her 
favorite roles include playing Annie, Mary 
Lenox (The Secret Garden), Dorothy (of 
Oz), and Baby June (Gypsy).  In addition, 
she has acted in a number of 

independent and student movies.  She 
enjoys spending the summer entertaining 
young children throughout Boston and on 
vacation in Wellfleet.  Sophie has been a 
member of Beth El's Jr. Choir for five 
years.  She loves to write, tap dance, 
jump on the trampoline, read, and create 
movies.  For one Mitzvah project, she has 
taken up cross-stitching bookmarks to 
raise money for the Make-a-Wish 
Foundation. 

Ari Michele  will become a Bat 
Mitzvah on May 29th, 2004.  She lives 
with her parents Stacy and Steven. Ari is 
in the seventh grade and strives to be an 
excellent student.  Her interests include 
sports, especially soccer, skiing, reading, 

writing, computers and hanging out with 
her friends.  She enjoys spending her 
summers in the Berkshires at Camp and 
plans on becoming a counselor herself.  
Mazel Tov to Ari as she becomes a Bat 
Mitzvah.   

 

Preschool 
The preschoolers are currently involved in 
a unit on community helpers.  This year 
we have chosen firefighters, librarians, 
chefs, police officers, and construction 
workers.  We learn how all jobs are done 
by using stories, pictures, and props.  
Appropriate art projects are created for 
each occupation such as fire trucks, library 
cards, chefs’ hats, and walkie talkies. 

A trip to the Belmont fire station is planned 
where we will see first hand all the gear 
necessary to put out fires.  The 
preschoolers will climb on the firetruck, 
ring the bell, slide part way down the pole, 
try on firefighter hats and costs, etc.  In 

class we have fire drills and practice how 
to stop, drop, and roll. 

As construction workers we will build tall 
structures with boxes, wood pieces, and 
cylinders.  But our fun will be doubled as 
we’ll be wearing hard hats and work 
aprons that some of you donated to us in 
2001 after you went to a conference on 
Reform Judaism in Boston.  Sometimes 
donations given to us are saved until the 
appropriate moment comes along!  (Never 
hesitate to give us your junk.  It becomes 
our treasure.) 

Our annual summer program for three and 
four year olds is being planned for four 
weeks from June fourteenth through July 
eighth.  It is Monday through Thursday, 
9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  We offer arts and 
crafts, stories, music, and water play in 
wading pools.  Children must be three 
years of age and potty trained (per Board 
of Health requirements).  If you have a 
child who might like to join us, call for 
more details, 617-484-2057. 

Rolene Karp, Director 
 



COMMUNITY 
CLOTHES – TOYS – BOOKS 

(especially for young children) 
placed in the “Homeless” Box 

in the closet between the bathrooms 
will be brought to a Homeless Shelter 

THANK YOU 
Social Action Committee 

 

Sunday, June 6 th is the AIDS Walk 
for Massachusetts. 

Please Sponsor Cantor Fine who 
will be walking for this worthy 

cause. 

The Pledge sheets will be available 
after Shabbat Services and at 
special events all through the 

month of May.  Your support will 
help all those infected with 

HIV/AIDS. 

-- Cantor Fine 
 

Israeli artisans and shopkeepers 
are returning to the Boston area 
on Sunday, May 9, 2004 , as JCDS, 
Boston's Jewish Community Day 
School in Watertown presents Shop 
Israel.  On that day, as well as at a 
preview Saturday evening, May 8,  the 
Boston community will have the 
opportunity to purchase Israeli art, 
Judaica, and clothing, among other 
items. The Israeli vendors keep 100 
percent of their sales. Volunteers are 
needed for hosting a vendor, assisting 
in selling merchandise, greeting 
shoppers, packing and unpacking, 
setting up and cleaning up, selling food 
and managing parking. To volunteer, 
please leave a message at JCDS at 
617-972-1733, Ext.351.  Shop Israel is 
chaired by Julie Altman and is co-
sponsored by CJP. 

 

BETC / JEWISH 
COALITION for LITERACY 

This year several Temple members 
have been volunteering at the Tobin 
School in Cambridge.  Most of us are 
reading tutors in grades K thru 3, and 
another is tutoring math.  The students 
represent a diverse population --- 
coming from El Salvador, North Africa, 
and India to mention just a few. 

We have had a request for books from 
Nancy Lang, the school’s reading 
coordinator.  Many children come from 
homes where no books are available.  
We are looking for children or youth 
Atlases, books for children about other 
countries and the USA, children’s 
dictionaries, easy readers for kids K-4th 
grade, and classic folk/fairy tales.  
Perhaps there are books your children 
have out-grown or would like to share, 
permanently.  Just give me a call and 
we can arrange for a pick-up. 

Additionally, a very special thank you 
to our dedicated volunteers:  Shiela 
Doctoroff, Jodi Greenspan, Rabbi 
Jonathan Kraus, Woody Lichtenstein, 
Betsy Spitzer, and Shevie 
Tananbaum.  Maybe you would like to 
join this program next year.  It is our 
effort “to leave no child behind.” 

Rusty Epstein 
 

Shavuot Activities 
What will you do in your home this 
year to celebrate Shavuot, which 
begins at sundown Tuesday, May 25? 
In addition to remembering the giving 
of the Torah to Moses at Mt. Sinai, the 
holiday celebrates the spring harvest. 
The Jewish Parent Page , located at 
www.urj.org/educate/parent , 
contains a history of Shavuot, as well 
as a listing of family projects for the 
holiday, relevant blessings in Hebrew 
and English, a recipe for fruit and 

yogurt pie, and much, much more. The 
Jewish Holiday Page  for Shavuot, 
found at 
www.urj.org/holidays/shavuot.shtml
, is also a trove of relevant information, 
with a brief overview of the traditions of 
tikkun leil Shavuot and the counting of 
the omer, and links to congregational 
Web sites that offer fun and 
educational Shavuot materials. Log on 
and learn! 

Study + Worship + 
Community = Kallah 

If you’re interested in spending five 
unforgettable days learning and 
studying among a vibrant community 
of committed worshipers, there’s still 
time to register for the 2004 Summer 
Kallah! This year’s Kallah will be held 
in two locations – the University of 
California at Santa Cruz, July 7-11, 
and Franklin Pierce College in Rindge, 
NH, July 21-25. For further 
information, log onto the Web site at 
www.urj.org/educate/kallah , or 
contact the Department of Lifelong 
Jewish Learning at 212.650.4110, 
educate@urj.org . 

National Cover the 
Uninsured Week 

Did you know that May 10-16 is 
National Cover the Uninsured Week? 
Created to raise awareness about the 
44 million Americans living without 
health coverage and to promote 
political action on this issue, the week 
will feature press conferences, 
interfaith events, campus events, and 
health fairs in locations across the 
country. The Commission on Social 
Action and Religious Action Center of 
Reform Judaism have endorsed this 
program; you can find out more about 
it online at 
www.covertheuninsuredweek.org . 
 

The Jewish Cemetery Association of MA  is 
one of the sponsors of our Temple directory.  
They are a respected organization that runs over 
90 cemeteries throughout the commonwealth.  
They have a guidebook that can be helpful for 
families who are deciding on the final resting 
place for a loved one.  Contact them at 617-244-
6509 or www.jcam.org. 



. 
 
 

Explanation of Beth El Donation Funds 
 

· Library Books Fund – repair/add books and educational material to our 
library collection 

· Torah Restoration Fund – maintain any Torah or Ritual item 
· Eleanor Trebach Memorial Fund – Honor an exemplary member of the 

congregation each year as well as support youth activities 
· Donald Ponn Memorial Youth Fund  - support youth activities: camps, 

NFTY events, trips to Israel 
· Leon & Sylvia Mesirov Music Fund (former Cantor’s Alternative 

Service Fund) – items relating to music at Cantor’s discretion 

 
· Temple Technology Fund – add/repair Temple computer, copier 

and other equipment 
· William and Celia Levenson Fund – ritual expenses other than 

those covered by the Torah Restoration Fund 
· Prayer Book Fund – to have a name plate inserted in a new 

prayer book and to help repair current prayer books 
· General Fund – day to day running of the Temple 
· Building Reserve Fund – maintain both Temple and rental house 
· Rabbi’s Tzedakah Fund – Rabbi’s discretionary fund 
· Charlotte Goldstein Fund – Religious School discretionary fund 
· Shirley Tutun Wayne Fund – Memorial plantings fund 

DONATIONS FORM 
____  Prayer Book Fund (minimum donation of $36) 

These funds require a $10 minimum donation 

____  Library Books Fund  
____  Torah Restoration Fund  
____  Eleanor Trebach Memorial Fund  
____  Donald Ponn Memorial Youth Fund  
____  Temple Technology Fund 
____  William and Celia Levenson Fund  
____  Charlotte Goldstein Memorial Fund  
____  Shirley Tutun Wayne Fund 

These funds require no minimum donation 
____  General Operating Expenses 
____  Building Reserve Fund 
____  Leon & Sylvia Mesirov Music Fund 

____  Rabbi’s Tzedakah Fund ���
____  Social Action Committee programs 

Please make checks payable to Beth El Temple Center  for all 
donations except those made to the Rabbi’s Tzedakah  Fund. 

������ ��  For donations to this last fund, please make checks directly payable 
to the fund. 

 
Donor _______________________________ 
Daytime Telephone Number (        ) _________________  
Amount of Donation $_______ 
Address _____________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip ________________________________________ 
In honor/appreciation of _________________________________ 
In memory of _________________________________________ 
Speedy recovery to ____________________________________ 
Send acknowledgment to _______________________________ 
Address _____________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip ________________________________________ 

Thank you for supporting Beth El Temple Center 
   All donations are tax deductible 

Mail check and this form (or the equivalent information on a larger piece of 
paper) to Beth El Temple Center, 2 Concord Ave, Belmont, MA 02478 

In addition to these funds, you may also consider sponsoring an Oneg 
Shabbat or the Bimah Flowers.  Committees and the Preschool also 
accept donations. Please call the Temple office (617-484-6668) to learn 
more. 



  
                                  

                                MARK THESE DATES          
  
Mondays        April 26, 2004    

   May 17, 2004   
  June 14, 2004    

  
            From 7:30 PM to 9 PM   

  
  

The first BETC  Library Book Discussion Group     
will meet in the    

Carl Kales  Memorial Library    
to discuss  Christianity in Jewish Terms ,    

edited by Tikva Frymer - Kensky, David Novak, et al.     
  

Rabbi Jonathan Kraus will lead the discussions.   
  

Participate in one or more sessions.   
  
  
General book description.   Christianity in Jewish Term s e xplains to  
American Jews the core religious beliefs of Christianity and assesses  
the threats and promises of the Jewish - Christian interactions from a  
Jewish perspective.    
  

·    April 26, 2004   –  Chapters 2 - 5     
(Christian - Jewish interactions, Shoah and anti - s emitism, God, Scripture)   

  
·    May 17, 2004  –  Chapters 6 - 9    

(commandment, Israel, worship, Jewish & Christian views on suffering)   
  

·    June 14, 2004  –  Chapters 10 - 13      
(embodiment & incarnation, redemption, sin & repentance, image of God).     
  
  

Reserved books will  be available for in - library use.   
For more info, contact:  Robin Zeitz, BETC Library   
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