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FROM OUR RABBI 
More than your money, we need your meanings.  I have in 
mind the audacious proposal that you make this religious 
community—its people and its purposes—the place to 
nurture and express the core meanings of your life.  That, 
after all, is the working definition of a spiritual home—the 
home we aspire to create together at Beth El. 

And let no one doubt that their core, life meanings can find a 
safe and nurturing home within Jewish tradition and this 
Jewish religious community.  The spiritual genius of Judaism 
over 4,000 years has been its ability to find creative, life-
giving, exciting new forms for ancient Truths and dreams.   

Unless our humanity has mysteriously changed in this 
generation, we can safely presume that Judaism and the 
synagogue offer a wonderful framework in which to create 
relationships fed by justice and compassion.  Here is the 
place to establish relationships on the foundation of our love 
for God’s creation and the conviction that all human beings 
are created b’tzelem Elohim (in God’s image).  This is the 
institution in which we can best explore how to live a 
meaningful and satisfying life in the context of our human 
vulnerability, imperfection and mortality.  This is the 
community in which we can learn to celebrate and drink 
deeply of life’s blessings and find the courage, strength and 
inspiration to heal what is broken in our souls and in the 
world.  Together, we can fight loneliness, hunger and cruelty 
and search for the wisdom to make holy choices.  We can 
give each other the courage and hope to make our lives a 
blessing. 

Of course we need your financial support.  But we are much 
more urgently in need of your dreams, your fears, your 
hopes, your kindness, your laughter, your singing, asking, 
learning, wondering, debating—your company on life’s 
journey.  Bring us your search for meaning and we will bring 
you 4,000 years of Jewish wisdom, poetry, passion and piety 
as well as some wonderful friends with whom to share and 
continue writing your own story and our people’s story.   

-Rabbi Jonathan Kraus 

FROM OUR CO-PRESIDENT 
‘Work hard, Play hard’ has always been my motto.  I have 
usually lived my life with a certain intensity that is at times 
exhausting, but always incredibly revitalizing.  I thought I 
would never push myself harder than when I was in medical 
school and residency.  Yet I also remember those days with 
greatest fondness.  A sense of purpose, a direction, a 
determination to push forward were all feelings that described 
my core during those years.  Along my individual sense of 
purpose, the opportunity to share a common goal with a 
cohort of people who had similar values, and similar hopes 
and dreams, was the setting for deep interpersonal 
connections and life long friendships, a bond that has carried 
me for over a decade since my medical school days.  
[CONTINUED ON PAGE 13]  

Worship Schedule 

Special Services  
Saturday, December 20 th 
 Chanukah Candlelighting /Latke Party 6:00 PM 

Shabbat Services 
Friday, December 5 th-Saturday, December 6 th 
 Family Shabbat & Pot Luck.....................6:15 PM 

(Please call Office to RSVP for Pot Luck) 
 Kitah Gimmel (Grd. 5) Class Service ......8:15 PM 
 Shabbat Morning Service........................10:00 AM 
 Tot Shabbat (downstairs) ........................10:15 AM 

Parashat ‘Va’yetze’ (Gen. 28:10-32:3) 
 

Friday, December 12 th-Saturday, December 13 th 
 Shabbat Evening Service........................8:00 PM 

Invitations to Shabbat Program:  “What Jews & 
Christians Need to Know About Each Other” 

 Junior Congregation (downstairs) ...........8:00 PM 
 Shabbat Morning Service........................10:00 AM 

Bat Mitzvah of Rebecca, 
daughter of Andrea & David 

Parashat “Va’yishlach” (Gen. 32:4-36:43) 
 

Friday, December 19 th-Saturday, December 20 th 
 Erev Shabbat/Chanukah Service ............8:00 PM 

(Choirs Sing!) 
 Shabbat Chanukah Morning Service ......10:00 AM 

Parashat “Va’yeshev”  (Gen. 37:1-40:23) 
 

Friday, December 26 th-Saturday, December 27 th 
 Erev Shabbat/Chanukah Service ............8:00 PM 
 Shabbat Chanukah Morning Service ......10:00 AM 

Parashat “Mikketz” (Gen. 41:1-44:17) 
 

American Sign Language Interpreted 

Get your day off to a great start and help make the 
minyan!  Join us for a morning service on Monday 
and Thursday mornings at 7:00 am. 
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CANTOR’S CORNER 

Beginning this month in December, I would like to introduce a 
new melody for one of our prayers.  The prayer is the Kedushah 
and it occurs in the T'fillah prayer after the Avot/Imahot and the 
G'vurot.  This new melody will only occur on Saturday morning 
services.  The new melody is by the prolific Jewish composer 
Bonia Shur who teaches at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion in Cincinnati.  So why change a melody 
after we have all become so comfortable with our minhag 
melody (which we have been singing for the 8 1/2 years I have 
been at Beth El Temple Center)?  Here are two thoughts: 

1)  When you use a melody for so long, you begin to take it for 
granted.  You just sing through the same old thing week after 
week.  Do I think we should change every piece every month?  
The Jewish answer . . .Yes and No!!  Yes, so that there is a 
feeling of change and spontaneity in a prayer, and no, so that 
the familiarity of the piece allows focus on the prayer.  You may 
notice that on Friday nights I often change the melodies of the 
prayers (for L'cha Dodi, Mi Chamocha, V'shamru, Yis'm'chu, 
Shalom Rav, etc.) but I do not change other prayers (Sh'ma, 
V'ahavtah, Bar'chu).  This allows that balance of spontaneity 
and familiarity to co-exist within the service.  On Saturday, 
however, the only change that has been made has been to the 
G'vurot melody (2 years ago now).  Thus, the familiarity is there 
but the spontaneity is not . . .it's time for a change (or maybe 
even two!). 

2)  As a Reform synagogue, there is the constant idea of 
Reforming . . .reforming text, reforming liturgy, and yes, 
reforming music.  Over the years, there have been subtle and 
not-so-subtle ways of reforming our music:  moving from organ 
to piano on Friday nights, changing melodies as explained in #1, 
inviting instrumentalists to participate in service, and hearing our 
Beth El Choir begin Shabbat with song or our Beth El Junior 
choir lead our worship in song.  By reforming music, we have 
the opportunity to create new musical worship moments to G-d. 

Now I know that not everyone wants change:  change is 
emotional, especially when it revolves around music.  I 
remember changing a piece early on and a congregant 
exclaiming to me, "How can you change that melody?!  It's the 
one I grew up with and is the "traditional" one."  In reality, the 
"traditional" piece is very, very subjective!  It may be one you 
grew up with, one that you heard at camp, or one that simply 
moves you the most!  And, of course, each person wants their 
"traditional" melody to be the one used.  

As a Cantor, I try to incorporate many "traditional" melodies into 
the tapestry of our musical tradition here at Beth El.  That is why 
I "mix it up" and continue to offer many different melodies for the 
same prayer.  This way, while not everyone will always be 
content with the musical choice, there are multiple examples of 
musical expression taken from many different lands and periods 
of time that might engage one if only that melody is given an 
opportunity to soar. 

I hope that you will be patient and open in your assessment of 
this new melody for the Kedushah.  Please feel free to contact 
me after you have experienced this new Shabbat morning 
melody . . .whether you enjoy the melody or if it is not quite your 
"cup of tea" . . .all responses will be equally accepted! 

May we continue to make beautiful music and be open to all the 
many different ways of expressing our joy and prayers to G-d. 

A great big Todah Rabah  (Thank You) to Dr. Al Glickman for 
his recent donation to the Temple of a multitude of amazing old 
Jewish recordings.  These recordings include Symphonic, 
Yiddish, Yiddish theater, Opera, Israeli, and Comedic moments 
in Jewish history.  They will be transferred to CD or tape and 
will be available to all in the coming months.  Again many, 
many thanks! 

Cantor Fine 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION 

Why is it that Chanukah has remained a robust and treasured 
holiday for many Jews, throughout the ages and up through 
the present day?  Why is it that, of all post-biblical events of 
Jewish significance, we remember today the victory and 
subsequent political control of the Hasmoneans over the 
Hellenistic (and Jewish) elite in the 160’s BCE and brief years 
thereafter?  These questions surfaced during an interesting 
discussion last Wednesday in my Hebrew College “Study of 
Judaism” course. 

It seems that there is some question about the historical 
details, motivations, and political environment present during 
the time of the victory of the Hasmoneans (led by the 
Maccabees), as well as how much resemblance the holiday of 
Chanukah, its associated stories and traditions, bear to the 
events that form its historical roots.  In our Chanukah stories 
and observances we tend to emphasize the miracle of the 
burning oil, the courage of the brothers Maccabee, and the 
fierceness with which our ancestors protected the purity of and 
freedom to practice Judaism.  The history of the Hasmonean 
revolt, however, according to modern scholarship and 
archeological findings, is much more complicated, and would 
seem to suggest an emphasis on different themes.  For 
example, Jews had willingly incorporated Hellenistic influences 
into daily life and  [Continued on next page]  
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religious practice for many years prior to the rebellion.  Also, 
elite Jews (who paid off the appropriate Greek authorities) held 
positions of power as High Priests when the Hasmoneans 
rebelled, so this was largely, at least initially, a war of Jew 
against Jew—a civil war.  And opinions seemed to divide largely 
along the lines of “country Jew” and “city Jew”.  Jews held 
differing views on the pivotal issue of whether ancestral tradition 
(Judaism) should be incorporated into popular, secular culture 
(Hellenism) or the reverse:  popular culture (Hellenism) 
incorporated into Judaism.  This question of course sounds 
familiar to moderns!  And because of the disparity between the 
rebels and the high priests, “priestly”, temple themes certainly 
were not emphasized in the original versions of the historical 
narrative.  What resemblance then remains between the 
modern Chanukah story/holiday and the history of the 
Hasmonean revolt?  How important is it that the values and 
themes we draw and emphasize from the holiday are accurately 
and closely connected to the historical events responsible for 
the holiday’s origin? 

Academic scholarship, especially in the fields of science and 
history, has a way of rocking the boat and challenging the 
practices and beliefs of religious and spiritual individuals.  In my 
opinion, science and history pose wonderful challenges, but not 
threats, to Judaism and modern ritual.  I believe in a peaceful 
co-existence of all of the above.  How?  This is a large issue to 
tackle in the span of a bulletin article, but I can apply it to the 
case of Chanukah.  Our understanding of the history behind the 
holiday is extremely valuable and also fascinating, but does not 
detract from the values that we have infused over time into 
Chanukah.  The history only adds depth to our observance.  For 
example, children (in time) and adults alike can revel in the 
beauty of the themes of miracles, courage, light, and religious 
freedom while adding new themes, questions, and discussions 
to their observance.  Some ideas:  What does it mean to be a 
Reform Jew and which side of the Hasmonean battle might we 
have been on?  Are there parallels to or metaphors for 
Hellenism in our lives today?  Is it ideal to infuse popular culture 
into Judaism or Judaism into popular culture?  A meaningful, yet 
creative, observance of Chanukah could intermingle the new 
and the old: lighting candles, talking about the miracles in our 
own lives and discussing the role that money should or should 
not play in politics (perhaps followed by a Tzedakah donation 
made according to the results of your discussion)! 

As with all holidays, the meaning of Chanukah is what you make 
of it; the traditions and new ideas you choose to pair with its 
observance are what determine its value.  Perhaps adding or 
changing a new perspective/tradition in your observance this 
year could help the holiday grow in value and authenticity 
without losing any of the warmth, familiarity, and beauty that we 
know as the holiday of Chanukah.   Candice Wesson 

FROM THE FAMILY EDUCATOR 
In November’s 7th grade Family Education Gesher  program, 
“Delivering the Goods,” 7th graders and their families began the 
session by whipping together several lasagnas and “Mexican 
lasagnas” (layers of flour tortillas, beans, corn, salsa, cheese, 
etc). While the food baked, adults and 7th graders discussed 
their family’s tzedakah habits, and began to explore ways to 
make sure that tzedakah is an integral part of these bar and 
bat mitzvah aged people’s futures. Once the lasagnas were 
cooked, we loaded them— and ourselves— into cars, and 
delivered the food to New Day, a CASPAR residential 
treatment center for pregnant and parenting women. Leona, a 
CASPAR staff member, gave us a tour of the house and spoke 
with us at length in a vibrant and thought-provoking manner 
about some of the ways drug and alcohol addiction can change 
a life’s direction for the worse. Her message was vividly 
expressed and we were all moved as she told us about the 
courageous work the women at New Day are doing to maintain 
their sobriety and their hope.  

Also in November, I had the opportunity to speak with the 
Consecration Parents  about their essential role in educating 
their Jewish children. We explored some of the challenges 
facing parents, and some of the resources available to help 
them as they enter this part of their own spiritual and 
educational journeys. In the Keeping up with your Kids 
sessions I facilitated in November, we addressed some of the 
same issues with a variety of parents. One Keeping up with 
your Kids  session focused on Jewish Family Education and its 
practical uses for family life, and the other was a chance for 
peer discussion and exploration about some of the issues we 
face parenting Jewish children.  

Coming up in December will be the 6th grade Family Education 
Gesher program—on December 14 th at 11:15 AM. Also in 
December, mark your calendars for the annual Chanukah 
Party , on December 20 th!   

Once again, I encourage anyone who may have questions or 
be interested in having conversations about anything to do with 
“Jewish,” “Family,” or “Education” to please feel free to come 
see me or call me during my scheduled office hours:  
Mondays, from 10:00 AM 1:00 PM . My office is upstairs, next 
to Cantor Fine’s office.  

Come to our next Family Education Team meeting !  Come 
tell us what you want Family Education at Beth El Temple 
Center to provide for you and your family—programming, 
resources, or any ideas you want to share.  

B’Shalom, 
Rachel L. I. Davenport, Family Educator 
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NEWS OF THE TEMPLE FAMILY 

Our sincere condolences to: 

Manuel Slate, on the death of his wife, Bessie  
Joan Curhan, on the death of her father, David Pokross 

Get well wishes go to: 

Doris Mitchell  
Ruth Vallon  
Evelyn Andelman 

Mazel Tov to: 

Gary and Helane Silverman on the birth of their daughter, Maya 
Rose 

THE BLOOD DRIVE IS COMING!  THE BLOOD 
DRIVE IS COMING! 

Wednesday, January 7, 2003 
3-8 PM 

BETC Auditorium 
Appointments can be made beginning in December: 

Look for the table at Temple events  
  

Call the Red Cross at 1-800-GIVE-LIFE 
VOLUNTEERS ARE DESPERATELY NEEDED!!! 

  

DREIDLES!! CANDLES!! MENORAHS!! GIFTS!! 
WHAT:  CHANUKAH SALE and GIFTSHOP 

WHEN:  SUNDAY, DEC. 7** 
SUNDAY, DEC. 14** 

WHERE:  TEMPLE LOBBY 
WHO:  THE BETC SISTERHOOD 

**Check at the Temple for times** 

APPLICATIONS FOR THE DONALD PONN 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND AND THE ELEANOR 
TREBACH FUND ARE DUE IN THE TEMPLE 

OFFICE BY FEBRUARY 1, 2004 

Temple members Beatrice and Harold Ponn established  the 
Donald Ponn Scholarship Fund in memory of their son.  It 
supports the youth of our congregation by providing 
scholarships for a variety of activities that help our children 
develop their identities and bring them into contact with other 
Jewish children.  In the past, the fund has supported activities 
such as teen trips to Israel, NFTY youth institutes, Jewish 
leadership development programs, and Jewish summer camps.  

The Eleanor Trebach Campership Fund was established by the 
congregation and the Trebach family to honor the memory of 
this beloved Temple leader.  It provides financial support for 
participation in Jewish summer camping programs.  

Applications for both funds are available in the Temple office 
and must be submitted by February 1. 

Torah Study for December 
This year, we are celebrating the tenth consecutive year in which members 
of Beth El have gathered every Shabbat for Torah study.  In honor of our 
wonderful milestone, we've asked a member of the Torah study group to 
offer a short d'var Torah on one of the month's Torah portions.  It's our hope 
that this project will enable the entire congregation to share some of the joy, 
inspiration and fellowship in which we delight every Shabbat morning (in the 
library at 9:00 A.M.!).   

“Deception from Generation to Generation:  What Goe s 
Around Comes Around” 

by Eliora Fisher 

The four Torah portions for the month of December are 
Vayetze (Genesis 28:10-32:3), Vayishlah (Genesis 32:3 – 
36:43), Vayeshev (Genesis 37:1-40:23) and Miketz (Genesis 
41:1-44:17).  In reading through the portions, a major thread 
woven in all of them is the high price of deception.  In the 
October portion, Toldot, Jacob deceives his father, Isaac with 
the help of Rebekah, his mother.   That deception, along with 
Esau’s anger and jealousy, force Jacob to journey to his 
uncle’s house in Haran.   

This is where the portion, Vayetze begins and the deception 
continues.   After the journey to Laban’s house (including the 
famous dream of a ladder that reaches from heaven to earth), 
Jacob observes a well in the field and three flocks of sheep 
lying there.   Jacob asked the men gathered there, “Do you 
know Laban?”  “Yes,” they answered. “He is well and his 
daughter, Rachel, the shepherdess, will soon be coming with 
her sheep.” 

Jacob lives and serves Laban for several years.  Laban 
had two daughters. The older daughter was Leah and 
the younger daughter was Rachel. Jacob loved Rachel 
and said to Laban, “I will serve you seven years for your 
younger daughter, Rachel.” Laban agreed. So Jacob 
served for Rachel seven years, but they were only a few 
days in his eyes because of his love for her. And Jacob 
said to Laban, “My working days are complete. Give me 
my wife.” 

Laban threw a big feast. When it was evening, he took 
his eldest daughter, Leah, and brought her to Jacob for 
their wedding night. But when morning came and Jacob 
saw it was Leah, he said, “What have your done to me? 
Did I not serve you for Rachel? Why have you deceived 
me?”  [CONTINUED ON PAGE 12] 
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Membership 
We extend a warm welcome to the newest members of the Beth 
El Temple Center community (joined through November 15, 
2003): 

Marcie and Richard Brostoff and their children Alexandra, 
Benjamin, and Joshua 

Travis Kessock 
Don and Joan Klabin and their children Alexander and 

Samantha 
Ilene Cohen and Susan Jacoby 

Thank you for helping to make these new members feel 
welcomed! 

Eileen Shapiro 
Membership Committee Chair 

Sisterhood is holding the Chanukah Cradleroll  on 
Sunday, December 14th.  There will be two sessions -- at 9:30 
and 11:30.  We will be doing three easy, fun holiday crafts: 
making felt menorahs, foam dreidel decorating, and coloring.  
Each session will last one hour and will include a visit from the 
Rabbi or Cantor with holiday stories, music and a snack of 
donut holes and juice. It is a great beginning to the holiday for 
young children and their parents! 

Cradleroll is aimed at 3-5 year olds.  There is a small fee of $15 
for all five Cradlerolls or $5 for one.  Preregistration is strongly 
encouraged so that we can insure we have supplies for every 
child. 

 

BETH EL FRENCH 
CONVERSATION/DISCUSSION GROUP 

will meet Sunday, December 14, 7:30 p.m. 
 
 

Sisterhood Book Group 
Monday December 8 

When We Were Orphans 
by Kazuo Ishiguro 

News from the Social Action Committee 
Ways to get involved…  

In December we hope you will be able to participate in the 
following ongoing projects: 

1)  Provide Holiday Gifts for the Needy 

 As in years past, we are collecting presents for Jewish families 
(through Family Table) and for disabled adults (through 
Riverside Community Care Workshop).  Look for sign-up 
posters in the lobby!  (Gift certificates are a good, easy choice, 
especially for teens).   

2)  Project Ezra – Substituting for Christian Volun teers on 
Christmas Day 

Through Project Ezra, we will be substituting for Christian 
volunteers so they can spend Christmas Day with their 
families.  We will be cooking a meal at the Center Club, a drop-
in center for adults with mental illness. (You also get to join 
them for the meal! ) Other opportunities may include taking 
wheelchair-using clients to church services.   

3)  Tzedakah Collections Past & Present 

Thank you for your contributions to the Tzedakah box. We 
have collected about $180 for Refuah, a Jewish group offering 
psychoeducational support to families coping with a mentally ill 
member.  Refuah, based out of  Kehillah Israel in Brookline, is 
a home-grown group, and our contribution will be very helpful 
to them.   

Next we will be collecting for Belmont Affordable Shelter Fund, 
a local crisis intervention fund used to help Belmont families 
maintain adequate shelter. This group might use funds to pay 
tenants’ oil bill or other expenses, in order to prevent eviction. 
Your contributions this winter will make a real difference.   

A word about the Tzedakah Box:   This box was placed at the 
entrance to the sanctuary in order to remind us that giving 
Tzedakah is a mitzvot, a religious obligation.  While it may feel 
awkward to pull out one’s wallet on the way into services, the 
hope is that we will come to experience giving a donation as 
part of our worship. 

4)  Looking for Mitzvah Day Project Ideas 

How often do you find yourself saying ‘it would be great if 
someone would…’.  Here’s a chance to bring one of these 
ideas into actuality! If you have any project ideas for Mitzvah 
Day (May 2nd), please contact Lori Lander.  Projects can be 
designed for adult and/or child participants, and can take place 
inside or outside BETC.  

5)  Donations to Israel 

If you are looking to make year-end donations to Israel, may 
we suggest you look at the special section in the latest 
Jerusalem Report magazine (usually in library) which lists 
many Israel organizations looking for support. These are wide-
ranging, including universities, hospitals, animal rescue 
groups, peace groups, and more. 

Thank You for your Contributions! 

Thanks to generous donations from BETC congregants, the 
Social Action Committee was able to raise funds last year for 
the following organizations:  [CONTINUED ON NEXT 
PAGE] 

Temple Activities  
Beth 

El 

The New ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS are in the Temple 
Office.  They are still only $20 .  Come in and pick one up!  
Have inexpensive fun while helping to raise money f or the 
temple.  
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Mazon      $204 
First Church Belmont (in memory of Hal Babcock) $36 
Project Acharai – Israel    $494 
Russian Seder     $100 
Israel Solidarity Fund    $363.50 
Rabbis for Human Rights    $562 

Naomi Dworkin and Jessica Adler, Social Action Co-Chairs 

The BETC Environmental Initiative 
Environmental Fair – May 11, 2004! 

Plans for an exciting and informative environmental fair are in 
the works. The fair will be held in the BETC auditorium on May 
11, 2004. (If you would like to help out with planning this event, 
call Jessica Adler.) 

Climate Change Fact of the Month:  Global Warming F inally 
a Hot Political Issue*  
In October, the Senate voted on the McCain-Lieberman Climate 
Stewardship Act, a bipartisan, business-friendly bill to curb 
global warming. Although the bill failed to pass, the 43-55 vote 
was closer than expected, and shows that support is growing for 
sensible, effective solutions to reduce greenhouse gas pollution 
in the U.S.  Another vote will be coming. To keep the 
momentum going, and to find out what you can do to make a 
difference, check out the following web site: 
http://www.undoit.org  

* Source: Environmental Defense, 
http://www.environmentaldefense.org,  November 2003 

Sisterhood News 
November was a fun month.  Many thanks to Terry Snyder  and 
all the great volunteers who made the rummage sale a success.  
Thank you to Liz Zucker  for her wonderful presentation on High 
School and Beyond, and thanks also to Eileen Alligood  for her 
organizing.  Thank you to Diane Hartmann  and Paulette Black  
for organizing the benefit shopping night at Terra Firma. 

Many great events are still to come, and it is never too 
late to join sisterhood. We Want you!  Please contact 
Miriam Weil  or Jane Levin. 

Look for the gift shop for Hanukah shopping, open 
Sundays, December 7 and 14.  Hanukah Cradle roll will 
be held on December 14. Contact Pam Alper  and 
Andrea Holtzman  for more information. 

December’s board meeting  will be held on Sunday 
December 7 at 9:15 at my house.  Call for directions.  
Come hear about biennial and plan exciting upcoming 
stuff.  All are welcome. 

Our next “Girls’ night out ” will be held on Thursday, 
December 11  at 7:30 at Copacafe, 1720 Mass Ave. in 
Lexington. Come schmooze, nosh and have fun! 

Abby Fisher 

Many thanks to Bettina Winter for the publicity in 
connection for the Ikebana demonstration and Esther 
Sesser and Bea Ponn or their prompt help and support.  

Alice Salamon 

LIBRARY NEWS 
Thanks to all library patrons for remembering to return our 
Many people have been busy in the library.  In October, 
Sunday school children attended orientation sessions and 
received handouts with information on the Carl Kales Memorial 
Library policies and objectives.  We thank the students and 
their parents for following these rules -- with children checking 
out no more than two items at a time and returning them within 
two weeks.   

To review, Check out procedures for everyone (which are 
also posted in the library) are as follows: 

1. Please clearly print your First & Last NAMES & 
PHONE NUMBER (including area code) on the 
BOOK CARD .   

2. Write or Stamp in DUE DATE -- 2 weeks  from the 
checkout date on the Card.  Place the card in the 
designated box. 

3. Note DUE DATE on the Book Due Date Pocket  (in 
back of book) and/or the BETC Library 
bookmark/Due Date reminder slip  placed in the 
book pocket.   

FOR STUDENTS, In addition to the above, please  
Add  Your school Grade in addition to the DUE DATE 
on the Book Due Date Pocket  (in back of book) 
and/or the BETC Library bookmark/Due Date 
reminder slip.  

NEW BOOKS.  Many new books have arrived.  See the 
listing posted to the right of the library entrance  for the 
most up-to-date printed information.   New books are often 
displayed along the back window.  Some notable new books 
include:  

HEBREW REFERENCE 

Abraham Solomonick, David Morrison, Maskilon (4 volumes) 
Hebrew-English dictionary – HEBREW REFERENCE for in-
library use only . 

FICTION 

David Liss, The Coffee Trader: A Novel.  A thriller set in 1659 
Amsterdam amid the backdrop of the Portuguese Jewish 
immigrant community, the Amsterdam commodities exchange, 
and the seedy taverns that line the canals. 

Paula Marantz Cohen, Jane Austen in Boca: A Novel.  An 
update of Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice, this novel is set 
in a Jewish retirement community in Boca Raton, FL where 
Carol Newman obsessively seeks a mate for her widowed 
mother-in-law.   

NONFICTION 

Bruce Feiler, Abraham, A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths.  
A replacement copy for a lost volume has been acquired.  

Joseph Telushkin, Jewish Literacy: The Most Important Things 
to Know About the Jewish Religion, Its People, and Its History.  
How much do you know about Judaism?  Rabbi Joseph 
Telushkin distills a vast body of scholarship into short, readable 
chapters on Jewish life, culture, religion, and tradition.  

[CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE] 
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YOUNG ADULT 

Kenneth Roseman, Jeremiah's Promise: An Adventure in 
Modern Israel presents Jewish history placing the reader in the 
role of a Polish Jew who has survived the horrors of the Nazi 
reign.  The reader makes a choices for the future.  Each 
decision prompts the reader to turn to a given page and read 
the outcome of the decision, and then make another choice, 
repeating the process until reaching one of the multiple endings.  
The reader ventures through Israel, traveling myriad paths that 
wind from Israel's cities to kibbutzim, from service in Israel's 
army to helping Yemenite Jews adjust to their new 
surroundings.  

Karen Levine, Hana’s Suitcase: A True Story.  Alternating 
chapters tell not only of the Jewish Hana Brady's deportation 
with her older brother, George, from their happy home in 
Czechoslovakia, to Terezin, and to Auschwitz (where Hana 
died); but also of Fumiko Ishioka, director of a newly established 
Holocaust education center in Tokyo, who acquires Hana's 
suitcase, pursues Hana's story, and brings it to today's 
Japanese children, ultimately uniting Japanese schoolchildren 
fascinated by Hana's story with her brother George Brady, the 
only member of their immediate family to survive the war. 

Sandy Asher, With All My Heart, With All My Mind: Thirteen 
Stories About Growing Up Jewish.  Thirteen Jewish writers 
address the questions: What does "growing up Jewish" mean? 
How can young people reconcile centuries of tradition with the 
modern world? Can they embrace their religion "with all my 
heart, with all my mind"?  

CHILDREN  

Barbara Diamond Goldin, One -Hundred-and-One Read-Aloud 
Jewish Stories.  Jewish tales, Bible stories, legends and historic 
accounts from every generation and every land come to life in 
this captivating collection of short selections designed to 
introduce pre-readers to the glories of Jewish storytelling.  

The Rabbi Recommends   

10 Jewish Books Worth Reading.  Rabbi Jonathan Kraus, 
recommends the following books, all of which are in the Library:   

Israel : Michael Oren: Six Days of War: June 1967 and the 
Making of the Modern Middle East ((fascinating history of 6 Day 
War) 

Torah : Judah Aryeh Leib Alter, Arthur Green, The Language of 
Truth: The Torah Commentary of Sefat Emet (wonderful 
Chasidic Torah commentary of the Sefat Emet) 

Parenting : Wendy Mogel: The Blessing of a Skinned Knee: 
Using Jewish Teachings to Raise Self-Reliant Children (Jewish 
spiritual lessons for parents/children) 

Jewish Living : Yosef I. Abramowitz & Susan Silverman, Jewish 
Family & Life: Traditions, Holidays & Values 

Stories : Peninnah Schram, Jewish Stories One Generation 
Tells Another 

Spirituality : Lawrence Hoffman, The Journey Home (a 
substantive, intellectual look at Jewish spirituality) 

Community : Sidney Schwarz, Finding a Spiritual Home: How a 
New Generation of Jews Can Transform the American 
Synagogue 

Worship : Lawrence Hoffman (ed.), My People's Prayerbook (a 
fabulous series of commentaries, each volume on a different 
part of the service).  [We have volumes 1 through 6 in the 
Library.] 

Children’s : Lawrence Kushner, Because Nothing Looks Like 
God (great for everybody) 

Poetry :Yehuda Amichai, Selected Poetry of Yehuda Amichai 

Ongoing Projects:   Work is ongoing to computerize the library 
collection.  A newly arrived computer is being installed.  The 
Library will have Internet access.  We will be posting some 
favorite websites – for adults and children. E-mail me with any 
of your favorite JEWISH websites.   

THANKS to the many volunteers who help out in the library, 
especially Elaine Alligood, Susan Flanagan, Don Klabin, 
Sarah & Rachel Nager, Rise Singer, Jill Tapper, Hin dy 
Tucker, and Lisa Weissman.  A special THANKS TO CHRIS 
DUNCAN for his technical expertise in selecting and setting up 
the new computer.   

The Carl Kales Memorial Library is entirely staffed by 
volunteers.  We always welcome individuals interested in 
helping provide library services, both those who can make 
regular time commitments as well as those whose schedules 
permit only occasional help.   

To contact me, see me in the Library, leave a note in the 
Temple office, or e-mail me.   

Robin Zeitz, Library Chair  

Outreach News 
We have had a busy couple of Months.  Jalapeno 
Bagels in October and showing Trembling Before G-d in 
November. I am assuming that the movie was a big 
success since we have already sold many tickets at the 
time this column was written.  Thank You to all that 
contributed time and resources. 

Our next event is our "December Dilemma" discussion 
on 12/11/03 at 7:30 PM.  Hanukkah and Christmas bring 
joy into the homes of millions, yet stress as well. The 
commercialization of this season and conflicting family 
traditions create a December dilemma for many of us. 
For some, that dilemma centers around making 
Hanukkah fun for their children when Christmas seems 
to overshadow everything at this time of the year. For 
others, it is how to celebrate the season when one 
spouse was raised Jewish and the other Christian. We'll 
discuss the different feelings we have at this time, and 
talk about possible solutions to the dilemma. 

Finally,  On January 15 at 7:30, we will be having a 
planning meeting to map our event schedule for the 
second 1/2 of the year. This a good opportunity to 
influence the Outreach Committee's activities over the 
next 6 months.  It would be great to see some new and 
old faces at this meeting. 

Brad Harkavy 
Chris Doyle 
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ADULT LEARNING 
As we conclude the secular year, we look forward to Lunch with 
Candice Wesson at Thursday, December 13th ‘s Lunch with the 
Leadership.  Please rsvp to the office 617-484-6668. 

If dinner is more to your liking, come to Shabbat Table Talk on 
Friday, December 19th to hear Ruth Gutmann.   

Come to temple Sunday, January 4th as we invite the whole 
family to join us dancing away a winter afternoon with Angela 
Schatz who will teach us a variety of Israeli folk dances!  She 
will engage all ages: everyone from toddlers to grandparents! 
Watch for all the details in a flier coming your  way soon.   

While we are somewhat disappointed that our hopes for a 
congregational retreat didn’t materialize for this year, we’ll be 
back with the offer next year.  Enrollment for Me’ah, on the 
other hand, is more than satisfactory and planning for a 
September start is under way.  

The Adult Learning Committee is interested in hearing from the 
membership.  If you have suggestions for a program you’d like 
to see at BETC, please let us know.   

Arleen Hardiman    
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December 19 th   66::1155  PPMM  

A German Kehillah and How it Ended 
A survivor will tell her own story. 
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Pre-registration is required with a suggested donat ion of eight dollars per dinner. 

There is always a vegetarian dinner choice with Sha bbat services following the 
program at eight o’clock. 
Please register by December 15 th either by mail or email  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

Name(s) ___________________________________ 
 

__ I would like to subscribe for the entire series for the cost of  $55 
  

__ I can only plan one date at a time.  Enclosed is a check for the 12/19 program  
 

Remaining 2003-2004 Dates: 1/25, 2/27, 3/26, 4/10, 6/4 
 

Need a ride? Call Marlene Archer 781.883.3265 
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MAZEL TOV 
Rebecca  will become Bat Mitzvah on her 13th birthday, 
December 13, 2003.  Becca is the daughter of Andrea and 
David.  She has a younger 
sister, Sarah.  Becca is in the 
eighth grade where she is on 
the math team.  Becca’s 
favorite activities are playing 
the guitar, tennis, gymnastics, 
and diving.  She likes to travel, 
hike and bike with her family. 
She enjoys pet therapy with 
Maxie, her therapy dog, and 
regularly visits residents at the 
Park Avenue Nursing Home.   

PRESCHOOL 
Our children are very involved in the story of the first 
Thanksgiving and planning our annual parent and child feast.  
Just as there was much to be thankful for so many years ago, 
our group also has much to appreciate as in the following: 

I am thankful for “flowers because I like how they smell;” 
“spaghetti because the tomato sauce tastes yummy;” “friends 
to play with;” “Grandma who gives me lollipops;” “chocolate 
because I like it;” “Halloween because I get treats;” “my cat 
because I can pet and feed her;” “my Mom who reads books 
to me;” “my family because I love them;” “for my Daddy 
because he plays with me.” 

Rolene Karp, Director 

The following are from two of our parents: 

After having had two children go to Beth El preschool, I 
thought my third would “sail through” with no problems.  
Well I was wrong!!  Although my son was excited at the 
thought of going to school, when the 1st day came he 
wouldn’t let me go.  I spent a week and a bit at school, in 
the classroom and then in the room next to it and 
eventually graduating to the stairs (just in case), and then 
suddenly one day it all came together and my son was 
ready to let me go and start on his own.  Thanks to 
Rolene and Lisa, he felt safe, secure, and surrounded by 
good people ready to learn to have fun knowing I would 
come back later to pick him up.  I hope these two ladies 
continue a long and successful road with this preschool, 
so that the kids can grow with these fond memories of 
their first years at school.  –Sabine Charbit 

What I appreciate most about the preschool where my 4 
year old is now in her second year, is the atmosphere that 
greets you any time you enter the classroom:  orderly, 
calm, yet also relaxed.  Each child playing happily and --- 
amazingly --- cooperatively:  the pandemonium that I 
have seen reigning in other preschools is simply absent 
here.  The teachers manage to foster a great sense of 
camaraderie among the students --- such that they 
actually hate to leave when school is over.  A subset of 

the class usually stays behind, after the teachers have 
gone home, to play in the playground or run on the grass.  
Of course, what my daughter Leora appreciates most 
about preschool is the sand table, the dancing lessons 
with Angela Schatz, and “sharing day.”  What Leora and I 
have both noticed is how her social skills have developed 
--- how socially confident she has become, and how 
much she now enjoys making friends on her own.  –
Nadine Weichman 

BEFTY 
If you ask any BEFTYite, old or new, they will all agree that 
the events this past fall have been Awesomely fun. The year 
is off to a great start, with many more fun events to come 
(which will, of course, include Jewish learning!) 

In late October, 15 energetic youths went to Temple Beth Am 
in Framingham to Levi Leap, NFTY-Ne's biggest dance of the 
year. Everyone agrees it was good times and we all had fun 
boogie-ing the night away. Many people were introduced to 
NFTY-NE for the first time.  

On November 9, many many youths journeyed to the Fleet 
Center to witness the Celtics' victory over the Sacramento 
Kings. We had an adventurous journey, and very high-up 
seats. This was quite exciting and everyone cheered and 
danced for the cameras, adding to the entertainment of the 
night. Go Celtics! 

This November BEFTY holds a fundraiser for Reach Out and 
Read, a children's literacy program. A 50/50 raffle will be 
held, and 50% of the money will go to this charity and the 
other 50% will go to the winner of the raffle. The tickets are 1 
dollar for 1 ticket or 5 dollars for 7. Please help us support 
this good cause.  

Upcoming Events:  

· NFTY-NE's December Institute: a neat (or nifty 
haha) Jewish learning experience with other Jewish 
teens from all over New England. The event will 
take place at Camp Eisner, Great Barrington 
Massachusetts from December 23 to December 28.  

· Possibility of December Chanukah party!  

· If not, some other fun December event! 

Everyone MUST get their MEMBERSHIP forms in! If you 
don't have them in by now... you could be DOOMED!  just 
kidding. But please get them in ASAP! Thanks! 

B'ahava 
Rachel Weil corr. secretary 
 

Youth  
Beth 

El 
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Hold the date!!  Sunday, December 14th  at 7:00pm.  
The Somerville Community Chorus, along with Cantor 
Fine as guest soloist, will sing an evening of Jewish 
songs.  Come hear music in Hebrew, Ladino, and 
English from the 1600's through the present on piano 
and organ.  Composers include:  Weiner, Jacobson, 
Fromm, Bloch, Lewandowski, Weill, Chajes, Steinberg, 
Freed, Goldman, and Jewish themed music by Handel 
and Mendelssohn.  Come enjoy lesser heard Jewish 
Choral Music at your Temple! 

I want to share with the congregation some 
experiences attending a very interesting conference 
here in Boston.  Members from a newly formed 
organization Brit Tzdek V’Shalom  met from 
Friday evening October 31 to Sunday afternoon 
November 2 to discuss their commitment to Peace 
between Israelis and Palestinians.  I ran into my BETC 
friend Naomi Dworkin so it was fun to attend it 
together. 

After Kabalat services and dinner on Friday evening, it 
was wonderful to hear from speakers like Marcia 
Freedman and Naomi Chazan, two women who have 
served on the Knesset and Stephen P. Cohen from the 
Institute for Middle East Peace and Development.  
After a Havdalah service Saturday evening we had the 
opportunity to hear from Amram Mitzna, former Mayor 
of Haifa and the most recent Labor Party candidate for 
Israel’s Prime Minister.  He is a very articulate past 
Major-General who spent 13 years in the Israeli Army, 
and he described his involvement drafting the recently 
released Geneva Accord.     Other speakers for the 
weekend included Rabbi Arthur Waskow, 
Congressman Barney Frank as well as James Zogby 
from the Arab American Institute and a Palestinian 
woman Sumaya Farhat-Nassar representing the 
Jerusalem Center for Women.  It was especially 
moving since it was the eighth anniversary of the 
assassination of Yitzak Rabin. 

Brit Tzedek v’Shalom has several organizing principles, and 
the one it has chosen to make it’s central theme is a petition 
to “Bring the Settler’s Home”.   The speakers talked about 
how this position is necessary to further the peace process, 
and how it would help Israel in many spheres.  Of course 
they recognize this would not be easy, and there was a 
chance to look at this position from many angles.  They also 
spoke about what strategies American Jews can take to 
further peace in the Middle East.   

There were some wonderful workshops with representatives 
from Israeli organizations that work, partner, and dialogue 
with likeminded Palestinians.   On Saturday Naomi and I both 
attended a Torah Study session where we studied the 
genesis from some key paragraphs in Israel’s Declaration of 
Independence with Rabbi Brian Walt from Rabbis for Human 

Rights.  We also both attended a session on how to facilitate 
“Listening Circles”, discussion group designed to create a 
space where people can speak and share their thoughts and 
feelings on these difficult issues.  Later on I attended a 
workshop with representatives from several groups.  These 
included  Parents Circle, an organization of grieving Israeli 
and Palestinian parents who have lost children to the war; 
Open House, a facility in Ramle which over its life has been 
home to different Muslim, Christian and Jewish families, now 
a dedicated shelter with various programs promoting a 
“framework for Jews, Christians, and Muslims who share a 
vision of peace rooted in the Biblical values of justice and 
compassion”; and “Seeds of Abraham” the organization that 
in recent years has given Israeli and Palestinian children the 
opportunity to experience summer camp here in New 
England away from their worn torn lands.   

I did not attend this conference as a “representative” for 
BETC but only as a concerned Jew who feels woefully 
ignorant of so much that is happening in our homeland.  
Fortunately whenever I attend something “Jewish” I feel as 
though I belong and have a “vision” that I try to connect to 
our Congregation. 

It felt so good to be able to share this remarkable weekend 
with Naomi and my niece Deborah from Illinois, learning 
about Israel and the dedication of Brit TzedekV’Shalom’s 
vision and its devotion to Tikkun Olam.    I will be the first to 
say again that my “political” knowledge of the Middle East 
situation is limited and I am challenged now to carefully read 
the Geneva Accord, but the spirit of the weekend and the 
knowledge that there are so many trying to work with one 
another to obtain a Peace we all so desperately want and 
need does indeed begin to bring me some comfort and some 
hope.        

Arlene Feinberg with Naomi Dworkin 
 

Community Beth 
El 
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A Journey of Discovery: The 67 th 
UAHC Biennial 

On Nov. 6th my husband Donald and I headed off to 
Minneapolis, MN for the Biennial.  We had a very positive 
experience at the Biennial two years ago in Boston.  We were 
eager to see the resources, workshops, services, and forums 
awaiting us.  Even though our congregation pays dues to the 
UAHC, the work of the UAHC (now the “Union for Reform 
Judaism: Serving Reform Congregations in North America”) 
often remains invisible to our members.  Besides providing 
training for Rabbis, Cantors, and educators, the Union 
provides an enormous range of materials and consulting 
services.  Celebrating the fruits of research, innovations, 
creativity, and study with 4,000 Reform Jews was a truly 
special experience.  I wanted to share some ways that 
members of Beth El can participate in some of current 
activities. 

Late Thursday evening, a small group of people joined to 
discuss setting up a support network for mental health 
professionals.  A support network of nurses had been started 
at the last biennial.  Some of the questions raised were “How 
can Jewish texts impact the work of the therapist?  How does 
my Judaism impact the way I treat my patients? What 
spiritual support can we learn from and with each other?  
How can I bring the insight of the tradition concerning issues 
of mental health to my congregation?”  There will be   
outreach done by Department of Jewish Family Concerns.  
The Department has published very helpful literature.  If there 
are members of the congregation who are interested in 
hearing information or getting together to share ideas about a 
network, please contact me. 

On Friday night, there was a dinner sponsored by the 
Northeast Council.  Our own Annie Fantasia, who shared her 
experiences as a student Rabbi, joined the table and a half of 
members attending the Biennial from Beth El.  The Northeast 
Council is already busy at work planning the Regional 
Biennial which will be held in Providence, Rhode Island on 
October 29-31, 2004.  Mark your calendar. This is an event 
worth attending. 

I was very impressed with the workshop and original dramatic 
adaptations initiated by a young man Amichai Lev-Lavie who 
has created “storahtelling: jewish ritual theatre revived”.  The 
website is www.storahtelling.org.  The energy of his company 
involves young people and the entire congregation in 
confronting the Torah portion of the week. 

We are very lucky to have Torah study at Beth El every 
Sabbath morning at 9am.  Now, in addition to Rabbi Kraus’ 
writing on the Torah portion, there is a new option. For those 
who can’t get up early, the UAHC Department of Lifelong 
Jewish Learning will send interested members a one-page 
email each day on a topic of Jewish Interest.  Each week 
day, you can receive a catalyst of “10 minutes a day of 
personal connection to a Jewish text, issue or topic”.  Starting 
November 24th, you can get an e-mail delivered to your inbox 
for you to study at your convenience.  You can sign up for 
one or five days a week at the web site 
www.uahc.org/torah/ten. 

Carol Goldman 
 

 

UAHC OUT, URJ IN 
One hundred and thirty years after it was founded, the 
Reform Movement's synagogue arm voted to change its 
name from the Union of American Hebrew Congregations to 
the Union for Reform Judaism : Serving Reform 
Congregations in North America. 

The vote by an overwhelming majority of the delegates 
attending the Union's Biennial convention in Minneapolis is 
an acknowledgement that the largest, most liberal, and most 
vibrant form of Judaism in North America needed a name 
with which its 1.5 million current adherents could identify.  

Beth El is a member of the URJ formerly UAHC. 
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TORAH STUDY, Continued from page 4 
Jacob in this present moment finally understands the pain of 
being deceived.  But it will not be the last time that deceit 
affects him or members of his family.  The web of deceit 
continues.  And Jacob does not seem to remember that his 
real reason for being with Laban is because he and his 
mother have deceived Isaac and angered Esau.  Is there 
ever a time when the ends justify the means?  Is there ever a 
time or place in a relationship when it is acceptable to keep 
something of our selves from a significant other or God?   Is 
getting what we want really worth the legacy of deception 
from generation to generation?  

     Laban responded, “It is not our tradition to give the 
younger daughter before the elder. Complete the wedding 
week with Leah and we shall give you Rachel for another 
seven years of work.” Jacob served another seven years, 
and Laban gave him Rachel. Jacob loved Rachel more than 
Leah.  

     When God saw that Leah was the hated one, God opened 
her womb. Leah conceived and bore a son, Reuben, for, 
“God has looked into my affliction! Now my husband will love 
me!” She conceived another son, Shimeon, saying, “God has 
heard that I am the hated one and has given me another 
son.” Then she had another son, Levi, saying, “Now my 
husband will attach himself to me for I have borne him three 
sons.” Next she had Judah, saying, “Now I shall give thanks 
to God.”  Leah finds the inner strength to no longer need her 
husband's approval.   She is able to stand on her own and 
stopped conceiving children. Leah was able to let go of her 
self-deception, grow and come into her own person, loving 
herself; letting go of the rivalry with Rachel. 

     The pain of self-deception was also difficult for 
Jacob and Rachel.   Jacob loved Rachel. However, she 
was younger than Leah. There was the pain and 
pressure of always having to wait for the correct time 
and place, to wait her turn, especially in regard to 
sibling rivalry.  Never quite able to measure up to an 
elusive standard or tradition, Rachel’s death in 
childbirth seems like the high price she paid for not 
being loved like Leah.   We all have hopes and 
dreams… how do we fulfill and live out our dreams and 
fears in light of family customs, society’s pressures?  
How do we deceive ourselves and others in order to 
make the others happy while denying our own hurts 
and needs? 

In Vayeshev (Genesis 37:1-40:23) and Miketz 
(Genesis 41:1-44:17), the high cost of deception and 
denial continue into the next generation of Jacob’s 
family.  These two portions begin the famous story of 
Joseph and his brothers—another story filled with 
deception and hurt.  In the end, the questions we must 
ask are: “How authentic and free of deception are the 
relationships we have with our families, friends, our 
relationship with God and the future?  Is this legacy we 
want? Or, like Leah, will we learn to go beyond and 
“give thanks to God” for who and what we are--
celebrating our strengths and blessings free of self-
deception?  “May this be God’s will.” 

10 MINUTES A DAY 
Who among us is so busy that he cannot spend 10 minutes a 
day in the study of a Jewish text? Just 10 minutes? Such a 
commitment would enable us to meet our Jewish obligation 
to make Jewish study a fixed occurrence.  If we make time to 
answer our cell phones a dozen times a day and to check our 
email five times an hour, surely we can find 10 minutes to 
contemplate sacred words that nourish the soul.  

-- Rabbi Eric Yoffie, November 8, 2003 

Visit http://www.uahc.org/torah/ten to sign up to receive a 
daily email containing a 10 minute reading.  In two years 
you’ll have accomplished nearly 100 hours of Jewish study! 
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CO-PRESIDENT, Continued from page 1 

Attending the 67th Biennial of the Union for Reform Judaism 
(formerly known the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations!) in Minneapolis last month was an 
experience that brought back that familiar intensity and clear 
sense of purpose.  The experience started on the flight over, 
when I heard several people on the flight from Chicago to 
Minneapolis talk about where they are staying, their reasons 
for attending the biennial, playing Jewish geography (do you 
know….), voicing their hopes of seeing certain artists at the 
exhibit hall, looking forward to feeling enveloped by Jewish 
music, prayer and text discussions, by arguments about 
Jewish leadership and the future of congregations, and by 
the calming experience of truly honoring Shabbat with 4000 
other people.  All of these multiple conversations, and finally 
walking into an impressive Minneapolis Convention Center 
lobby to check-in set the stage for the next 5 days. 

The days were packed with activities.  Programming usually 
started at 7:30 am with many choices for a quick, meaningful 
prayer.  Themes for the 45 minute morning prayers included: 
a musical service, a service with prayers for comfort and 
healing, a yoga Minyan, a service titled “Through the Eyes of 
Women”, and “Learning Our Way through the Morning 
Service” aka a learner’s service.  These were the some of the 
choices for only one of the days.  The remaining days had 
completely different opportunities of exploring worship. 

Each day was comprised of a combination of 2 forums, a 
plenary session, some free time, and special interest 
meetings.  I chose to give my forums a joined theme.  I 
examined ways of effecting change in congregations, how to 
cultivate the sacred partnership between rabbis and temple 
presidents, how to be an effective leader of a congregation, 
dealing with conflicting leadership styles, the synagogue and 
the North American Jewish future.   

Sharon and I spent time exploring ideas for our BETC 
website, based on the URJ (UAHC) efforts to support and 
install a website that meets our needs.  We were thoughtful 
about fundraising, and we discussed ways of approaching 
our sanctuary renovation.  We were thrilled to learn that the 
URJ has put together for us an incredible source of support 
to help us navigate through the difficult issues of office, lay 
and professional leadership infrastructure, and synaoguge 
management in general.  We connected with other Temple 
presidents of medium sized congregations.  We shared our 
vision, frustrations and accomplishments.  We worshipped 
together, sang and danced together, ate together (a lot!).  
When all the serious programming was over, we attended 
concerts, Cantors singing Broadway, Jewish Rock Bands, 
Folk singing and guitar playing soirees, and occasionally, we 
would crash and sleep a few hours, to renew for the following 
day’s activities. 

On the flight home, I realized there were two issues I am 
taking home with me and want to pass onto my fellow 
congregants.  The first, is that our congregation is doing 
remarkably well.  We already have most of the vital 
programming deemed important for congregations to survive 
and succeed in pulling forward.  We, as a congregation, 

already do a fairly decent job at making Jewish choices, at 
living our mission.  We already have a board of trustees and 
other groups that start meetings with a Dvar Torah, for 
example.  We are much further along that we realize in the 
process of living our mission.  There is still a path ahead of 
us, but Sharon and I are comfortable and pleased of how well 
we fair compared to other congregations.  This is in no small 
part due to the tireless leadership of our Rabbi and Cantor.  
We are back from Minneapolis with a greater appreciation 
and deeper sense of gratitude toward our religious leaders. 

The second issue, is that this year the URJ has put forth 
several initiatives to allow individuals and congregations to 
make more Jewish choices.  The first initiative is the 
opportunity to sign up on-line for 10 minutes of Torah 
learning a day, 6 days a week.  Each day of the week has a 
different focus, such as social action, outreach, adult 
learning, etc.  We will focus on this initiative for our 
congregation in the next bulletin and over the next few 
months.  Those of us in leadership will try to incorporate 
programming around Torah learning.   

The second initiative includes a donation of $18 or Chai, 
above and beyond any other contribution, to allow for 
emergent congregations in Eastern Europe and the former 
Soviet Union to create infrastructure and fund professional 
leaders to guide Jews in these areas.  The money will help 
the URJ fund Rabbis and Cantors whoa re willing to go to 
Eastern Europe and help local leaders learn both the Jewish 
and practical skills required for synagogue life. 

Finally, a third initiative is to renew dialogue with our non-
Jewish friends.  The URJ has joined with the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, the Presbyterian Church, The national 
council of churches in Christ and the US conference of 
Catholic Bishops in calling for interreligious dialogue between 
synagogue and church.  A 7-session curriculum has been 
established to give some structure to these discussions. 

I hope that those of us who have returned from Minneapolis 
with a renewed sense of purpose and a clearer picture of 
what constitutes making Jewish choices, are able share our 
enthusiasm and new knowledge.  Please stay tuned for 
further information on these initiatives.  Please approach 
those of us in leadership positions and ask us about our 
experience in Minneapolis.  We love to tell our story! 

B’Shalom, 

Rick Wellisch  

Channukah is Coming Soon! 
Don't know what to buy?  Why not consider a great Yiddish 
CD featuring Cantor Fine and Joel Hencken in a concert of all 
Yiddish music which was presented and recorded last year 
right here at Beth El Temple Center. 

The price is $18 and is available at the Temple's Gift shop.  
Get yours while they last! 
 

 


